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Soil Texture (Surface);
Coarse - soils are loose, very friable, grains can be seen or felt, it feels gritty, no ribbon, mold maybe formed but will break apart.
Moderately Coarse – gritty but contains enough slit and clay to hold together, mold can be formed which can be carefully handled without breaking, forms no or very poor ribbon.
Medium – slightly smooth or velvet feel when moist, handled freely without breaking, forms a poor somewhat ribbon with a dull surface.
Moderately Fine – break into clods or lumps when dry, crushes with effort, forms a short ribbon 1-2 inches, shinny surface, ribbon tends to bend down
Fine – massive lumps or clods when dry, sticky, forms a ribbon 2 inches or longer, ribbon will support its self, may have a slightly gritty feel.
Permeability – 
V-Slow –  Fine Texture - massive lumps or clods when dry, sticky, forms a ribbon 2 inches or longer, ribbon will support its self, may have a slightly gritty feel.
Slow – Moderately Fine Texture - break into clods or lumps when dry, crushes with effort, forms a short ribbon 1-2 inches, shinny surface, ribbon tends to bend down
Moderately – Medium - slightly smooth or velvet feel when moist, handled freely without breaking, forms a poor somewhat ribbon with a dull surface.
Moderately Coarse - gritty but contains enough slit and clay to hold together, mold can be formed which can be carefully handled without breaking, forms no or very poor ribbon.
Rapid – Coarse Textured -soils are loose, very friable, grains can be seen or felt, it feels gritty, no ribbon, mold maybe formed but will break apart.
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Flow Diagram for Estimating Soil Texture by Feel

Start: Take approximately 1 tablespoon of soil and wet by adding water in small amounts. Knead to
break down all aggregates until soil is plastic and moldable, like moist putty.

Step 1: Try to form a ribbon of uniform thickness and width by gen-
tly pushing the soil between thumb and forefinger. Allow the
ribbon to emerge and extend over the finger, breaking from

its own weight.

A: Soil does not ribbon — coarse texture &

B: Soil does ribbon — What is the length of the ribbon?
B1: If the ribbon is over 2 inches long: fine texture
B2: If the ribbon is 1 to 2 inches long: moderately fine texture
B3: If the ribbon is less than 1 inch long: Go to Step 2

Step 2: Excessively wet a small pinch of soil in your palm and
rub with forefinger.

C: Is the soil gritty?
CL: The soil is not gritty—medium texture
C2: The soil is gritty—moderately coarse texture





