
2025 LINC Conference Agenda 
Tuesday, November 11, 2025 

 

1:00 pm Registration 

2:00 – 2:30 pm Opening Session    Atlantica A&B 

 Learning to LINC 

 Keitha Bennett (AEST), Merry Mott (FNGLA) 

Charlotte Emerson & Brian Meyers, University of Florida 

2:45 – 3:45 pm Breakout Session     Atlantica A&B 

 Green Spaces, Growing Minds: Horticulture for Health and Learning 

 Leah Diehl, UF Wilmot Gardens 

OR 

 Breakout Session   Atlantica C 

 Wildlife Management Practices – Whitetail Deer Crop Predation  

 Nigel Williams, UF North Florida Research Center 

4:00 – 5:00 pm  Workshop     Atlantica A&B 

 AI Tools for Teachers: Simplify, Personalize, Inspire 

 Dane Santiago, UF/IFAS Business Intelligence 

6:00 pm  Networking Reception   Hotel Lobby 

7:00 pm Dinner      Atlantica Ballroom 

 Keynote Speaker: Larry Weaver, Motivational Speaker & Author 
 

Wednesday, November 12, 2025 

Breakfast on your own – Coffee in Atlantica Ballroom 

8:00 – 9:00 am         Panel Discussion     Atlantica A&B 

From Classroom to Career: Empowering Educators to Build Workforce Pipelines  

Tal Coley, Florida Nursery, Growers and Landscape Association 

Anna Lebesch, JaxUSA 

Jennifer Leggett, Lindsey Pest Services  

Rick Moyer, Florida Cattlemen’s Association 

Jeb Smith, Florida Farm Bureau Federation 
 

9:15 – 10:00 am       Workshop     Atlantica A&B 

Cultivating Commerce: How Trade Shapes Agriculture 

Brittany Lee, Florida Blue Farms, Inc. 
  

10:15 – 11:15 pm    Workshop       Atlantica A&B  

Precision in Practice: Outdoor Land Surveying Workshop  

Katie Britt, UF Geomatics Extension 
  

11:30 – 12:30 pm    Workshop       Atlantica A&B 

Ag Tech in Action: Bringing Precision Agriculture to Your Students  

Tavis Douglass, College of Central Florida   
  

12:30 – 1:30 pm       Lunch       Atlantica A&B 

Certify & Amplify: AEST & FNGLA Updates  

 
  



1:45 – 2:30 pm         Breakout Session    Atlantica A&B 

We Are Stronger Together! Bridging Formal Ag Education and Ag Literacy 

Lynda Danos, Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation  

OR  

Breakout Session     Atlantica C 

Bringing Biotechnology to the Agriculture Classroom with Bio-Rad Part I  

(Limited to 30 participants. Advanced sign-up required.)  

Aaron Kallas, Bio-Rad Laboratories 
  

2:45 – 3:30 pm        Breakout Session     Atlantica A&B  

Zoological Horticulture: Uniting Plants, Animals, and People  

Meara Scanlan & Alexis Welch, Jacksonville Zoo & Botanical Gardens  

OR  

Breakout Session     Atlantica C 

Bringing Biotechnology to the Agriculture Classroom with Bio-Rad Part II 

(Limited to 30 participants. Advanced sign-up required.)  

Aaron Kallas, Bio-Rad Laboratories 
  

3:45 – 4:30 pm         Breakout Session     Atlantica C 

Turf Talk: Exploring Turfgrass Science & Careers  

Mark Kann, Sod Solutions, Inc. 

OR  

Breakout Session    Atlantica A&B 

Cultivating Innovation: From CUPS to Careers in Modern Agriculture 

Katie Bevilacqua and Jerry Mixon, Golden Ridge Groves 
 

5:30 pm   Dinner & Adventure  Atlantica A&B 
 

Thursday, November 13, 2025 

Breakfast on your own & Check Out – Luggage storage in Atlantica Ballroom 

 

9:00 – 10:00 am Panel Discussion   Atlantica A&B 

Teaching with Purpose: Meeting Accountability While Inspiring Careers 

Jessica Anderson, Polk County Public Schools 

Kim Action & Melissa Hamilton, Orange County Public Schools 

Tre Easterly, University of Florida 
 

10:10 – 11:10 am Workshop     Atlantica A&B 

Peer-Led Power: Sharing What Moves the Needle in Ag Education 
 

11:15 – 11:30 am  Closing    Atlantica A&B  

One Last LINC: Final Connections, Lasting Collaborations 

Keitha Bennett and Merry Mott 

11:30 am  LINC Adjourns   Atlantica A&B  

See you next year!! 

 
 

 


